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WOODS CHARITABLE FUND APPROVES $960,000
IN GRANTS AT MAY MEETING

Woods Charitable Fund’s Board of Directors approved grants in its spring grant
cycle totaling $960,000 to 18 tax-exempt organizations at its May meeting.

The majority of funding approved at the May meeting — 64 percent — will support
Human Services organizations and projects. This includes a grant of continuing support
for the Safe and Healthy Families Initiative, which provides a community response with
four nonprofit partners to child maltreatment and neglect cases in Lancaster County in
which domestic violence also occurs. The Safe and Healthy Families Initiative has
received grants totaling $1.325 million since 2021 and was approved to receive a 3-year
grant of $475,000 at the May meeting. Additionally, 26 percent of the grants benefit
Civic and Community agencies, 6 percent Education organizations, and 2 percent each
for Arts and Culture programs and one Miscellaneous organization.

Earlier this spring, WCF provided $10,000 in continuing support to the Belmont
Community Center, a neighborhood and childcare center serving northwest Lincoln,
and a $10,000 grant to ECHO Collective, which provides cohort-based business
education, coaching, creative programming and peer support for immigrant and refugee
women. It also approved a $4,000 grant to Linked2Literacy for increased outreach and
accessibility for its “House on Mango Street” citywide literary arts initiative.

Woods Charitable Fund makes grants twice a year to tax-exempt organizations
seeking funding for Lincoln-focused programs in the areas of Human Services, Civic &
Community, Education, and Arts and Culture. For more information, call (402)
436-5971, visit www.woodscharitable.org or write to Tom Woods, Kathy Steinauer
Smith or Nicole Juranek at 1248 O St. Suite 1130, Lincoln, NE 68508, or at

info@woodscharitable.org.

Approved for funding by Woods Charitable Fund, Inc., May 2026

Cause Collective ($20,000) — Continued operating support for this agency that
provides education, networking, advocacy and training opportunities to strengthen
Lincoln’s nonprofit community

Center for Legal Immigration Assistance ($25,000) — Continued
general-operating support to provide legal immigration services to low-income
immigrants and refugees
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Center for People ($20,000) — A grant toward its People’s Pantry food distribution
program

Center on Children, Families and the Law at the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln ($475,000) — Three-year continued funding of the Safe and
Healthy Families Initiative, which provides a strategic community response with
nonprofit partners to child maltreatment and neglect cases in Lancaster County in
which domestic violence also occurs

CIRA - Center for Immigrant and Refugee Advancement ($10,000) —
Continued support for legal immigration, refugee and social-work services in Lincoln

Civic Nebraska ($150,000) — Continued support of Collective Impact Lincoln, a
collaboration with Nebraska Appleseed Center for Law in the Public Interest to create
resident-led change through activities and events in six Lincoln neighborhoods

HopeSpoke ($20,000) — A general-operating grant for this agency that provides
child-centered mental-health services for all families regardless of ability to pay

Leadership Lincoln ($10,000) — An operating grant for this organization providing
community leadership programs for adults and high-school-age youth

Lincoln Literacy ($70,000) — A collaborative grant with the International Council for
Refugees and Immigrants to empower Lincoln’s refugee and immigrant community
through English language classes, job skills and employment services combined with
peer-supported case management

Lincoln Littles ($20,000) — Salary and related support for this organization that seeks
to help children under age 6 have access to high-quality care and education regardless of
race, ethnicity or income

Matt Talbot Kitchen & Outreach ($20,000) — A grant for its hunger-relief
programs at a time of increased community need and a changing volunteer landscape

Nebraska Crossroads Music Festival ($10,000) — An operating grant for this
organization celebrating Lincoln’s diverse cultural heritage through musical and other
programming, storytelling and workshops

Nebraska Cultural Endowment ($10,000) — Operational support for this
endowment that supports arts and humanities programming as federal arts and
humanities grants have been cut and the Nebraska Legislature has made budgeting
changes to the Cultural Preservation Endowment Fund, which is the Nebraska Cultural
Endowment’s public matching arts and humanities endowment

Nebraska Indian Child Welfare Coalition ($10,000) — A grant to increase
trainings in Lincoln for education about the Indian Child Welfare Act, which seeks to
ensure Native children remain connected to their families, their Tribal Nations and their
culture for their safety, stability and cultural well-being



Nebraska Lawyers Foundation ($40,000) — A collaborative grant with the
University of Nebraska College of Law’s Housing Justice clinic for operations and
staffing of the Tenant Assistance Project, which provides free, limited legal
representation and other resources to those facing eviction at the Lancaster County
Courthouse

Roots of Justice: Truth and Reconciliation Nebraska ($15,000) — For the next
phases of a project to share “Roots of Justice: A History of Race and Racism in
Nebraska,” a book published in 2025 that illuminates a comprehensive, foundational
and truthful history of race and racism in Lincoln and Nebraska

Stand In For Nebraska ($10,000) — In support of Roots to Rise, a weeklong summer
day camp for elementary and middle school-age youth offering education and
experiences on Indigenous ways related to plants, food/body connections and culture

Willard Community Center Corp. ($25,000) — A project grant supporting the
expansion of its Early Explorers early childhood program to add licensed infant and
toddler daycare
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