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The Cultural Centers of Lincoln
Collaborative met an important
milestone by breaking ground for its
unified building at a ceremony on the
site on Oct. 1.

The building, at 21°* and Vine
streets, will offer a modern space for - - ..
programs that serve families and Preparing to break ground on the new center are, from left: Mayor Leirion Gaylor Baird;
Indian Center Executive Director Wathina Porter; Asian Center Executive Director/CEO
Sheila Dorsey Vinton; Good Neighbor Community Center Executive Director Tom Randa;
Lori Seibel, former president and CEO of the Community Health Endowment; El Centro
foot building will house staff and de las Américas Executive Director/CEO Romeo Guerra; Suzanne Mealer, formerly of
programs of the Asian Community Ponca Tribe of Nebraska; and Malone Community Center CEO John Goodwin.
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neighbors and celebrate Lincoln’s
diverse cultures. The 62,000-square-

and Cultural Center and El Centro de
las Américas, as well as the Good Neighbor Community

2025 grant-making at a glance

Malone Community Center’s Early Achievers Academy early Arts & Culture

Center’s Healthy Food Distribution Program and the

childhood program. It will feature a Welcome Center 7% Civic & Community
offering resources and referrals, classrooms, cultural event 28%
spaces, and a commercial kitchen for meals and
celebrations. Offices and community event spaces also will
be available for rent and use by other nonprofits. Its
targeted move-in date is summer 2027.

The Cultural Centers of Lincoln Collaborative promotes
Miscellaneous

cultural empowerment through collaboration, education, 1%
0

and advocacy and seeks to increase understanding of the ]
Human Services

value of diversity for Lincoln. While each center represents 51%

Education
13%

a distinct constituency, they share many characteristics,
values, and goals. Its members have been meeting since
1999 to find ways to increase capacity at their agencies and
collaborate to create solutions to address common issues.
For decades Woods Charitable Fund has supported the
goals and mission of these four cultural centers and the
Indian Center, which provides valuable programs and
support for Lincoln’s Native population at 1100 Military
Road. In 2024, Woods Charitable Fund’s Board of Directors
approved a 5-year pledge to provide sustained and
predictable operating support for each of these five
organizations. In 2025, each center received a $30,000
general-operating grant, and these grant payments will
increase $5,000 per year per organization through 2029.






