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WOODS CHARITABLE FUND APPROVES $460,000
IN GRANTS AT NOVEMBER MEETING

Woods Charitable Fund’s Board of Directors approved grants in its fall grant
cycle totaling $460,000 to 22 tax-exempt organizations at its November meeting.

Several organizations receiving grants in this cycle provide basic needs of food,
hygiene items, shelter and behavioral-health care. Many have been affected by changes
to federal funding sources or the recent federal government shutdown, or serve those
who have. These partners include the Food Bank of Lincoln, the Lincoln Hygiene
Network, Matt Talbot Kitchen & Outreach, CenterPointe, Inc., Houses of Hope,
Friendship Home, Wellbeing Initiative, and St. Monica’s.

Most of the funding approved at the November meeting — 37 percent — will
support Human Services organizations and projects. Additionally, 30 percent of the
grants benefit Civic and Community agencies, 17 percent Education organizations, and
16 percent for Arts and Culture programs.

To date in 2025, Woods Charitable Fund has paid and awarded grants totaling
$1,490,000. Woods Charitable Fund has paid grants totaling $110,499,551 since the
Fund’s inception in 1941.

Woods Charitable Fund makes grants twice a year to tax-exempt organizations
seeking funding for Lincoln-focused programs in the areas of Human Services, Civic &
Community, Education, and Arts and Culture. For more information, call (402)
436-5971, visit www.woodscharitable.org or write to Tom Woods, Kathy Steinauer
Smith or Nicole Juranek at 1248 O St. Suite 1130, Lincoln, NE 68508, or at

info@woodscharitable.org.
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Asian Community and Cultural Center ($50,000) — A second year of funding for a
collaboration providing citizenship education and related legal immigration services

CenterPointe, Inc. ($25,000) — For support of a community resource position to
spend dedicated hours per week at the Bennett Martin Public Library in downtown
Lincoln
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City of Lincoln ($45,000) — A project grant for the Victim Assistance Unit of the
Lincoln Police Department

Food Bank of Lincoln ($20,000) — General-operating support toward the Food
Bank’s mission to alleviate hunger in Southeast Nebraska

Foundation for Lincoln Public Schools ($7,500) — For career and technical
education programs at Lincoln high schools

Friendship Home ($35,000) — Support for a staff member overseeing coordinated
community systemic responses to domestic violence in Lincoln and Lancaster County

Houses of Hope ($20,000) — A grant for this agency that provides services for
individuals in recovery from substance use and related mental-health disorders

Lincoln Arts Council ($20,000) — Operating support for this organization seeking to
provide universal artistic experiences accessible to all

Lincoln Community Playhouse ($7,500) — A general-operating grant for this
community theater providing high-quality, accessible productions, education and
programs for all ages

Lincoln Literacy ($12,500) — Operating support for this organization providing free
English language and workplace classes throughout Lincoln

Lincoln Public Schools ($25,000) — For a tutoring and mentoring program for
English-language learning students at Lincoln High School

Matt Talbot Kitchen & Outreach ($7,500) — Operating support for this agency that
combats hunger, homelessness and addiction through services and programs in Lincoln

Mid-America Arts Alliance ($15,000) — To provide professional and organizational
development opportunities to Lincoln arts nonprofits

Nebraska Appleseed Center for Law in the Public Interest ($15,000) — A
third-year grant for Lincoln programming of Nebraska Is Home, its immigrant and
refugee welcoming and inclusion initiative

Northeast Family Resource Center ($15,000) — Operating support for this
early-childhood center serving Northeast Lincoln

Poverty Impact Network/Lincoln Hygiene Network, Inc. ($20,000) — For staff
and operating expenses for this organization that provides access to hygiene and
personal care products

Rabble Mill/The Bay ($20,000) — Continued support for the Gap Year program in
Lincoln, an 8-month college and career readiness program for young adults ages 18-24



St. Monica’s ($30,000) — General-operating support for this behavioral health
treatment center in Lincoln that serves women struggling with substance use and/or
co-existing mental-health issues

Sheldon Art Association ($25,000) — Support for community programming with
“Hyphen American,” an exhibition at Sheldon Museum of Art from January to July
2026 that will showcase portrayals of the multifaceted American identity

Sunrise Communications, Inc./KZUM Radio ($30,000) — A general-operating
grant for this Lincoln community radio station

Vision Maker Media ($5,000) — Support for the yearlong 2026 Vision Maker Film
Festival showcasing films that explore Native American experiences, perspectives and
histories and to celebrate the organization’s 50th anniversary

Wellbeing Initiative ($10,000) — A grant for peer-support services for Lincoln and
Lancaster County for this organization that empowers individuals living with
mental-health and substance-use challenges
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