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WCF welcomes new
grantee organizations 

Ybor-A Second Chance
Kitchen offers catering and
pop-up restaurants for
businesses around Lincoln.
Its specialty is its Cuban
sandwich. Pictured below:
The Lincoln Hygiene Network
collects a range of hygiene
and care products to
distribute to  organizations. 

   In 2024, Woods Charitable Fund provided grants ranging from $5,000 to
$20,000 to five new grantee partners that offer a range of civic and
human service programs — including a restaurant.
   Center for Immigrant and Refugee Advancement, or CIRA, empowers
immigrants and refugees through legal representation, resettlement
services and social work, and it strives to create welcoming communities
through education and advocacy. The agency was awarded a $10,000
grant to assist with its new refugee resettlement services in Lincoln. 
   Good Life Community Development received $10,000 to support its
staffing costs for Ybor-A Second Chance Kitchen, a social enterprise
restaurant that provides job training and stability coaching for those
navigating life after incarceration. 
   Nebraska Journalism Trust operates Flatwater Free Press, Nebraska’s
first independent nonprofit newsroom. The organization received a two-
year grant, payable at $10,000 per year beginning in 2025, to support a
new reporter position focusing on covering Lincoln news.
   The Poverty Impact Network, also known as Lincoln Hygiene Network,
provides access to hygiene and personal care products to local nonprofit
organizations and others serving vulnerable populations. Its WCF grant
of $10,000 helps to support operating expenses.
   Stand in for Nebraska provides Roots to Rise, a weeklong summer day
camp for school-age BIPOC (Black, Indigenous and People of Color) and
under-represented youth offering educational and cultural
programming with wellness initiatives. Its WCF grant of $5,000 helps to
support the camp and organizational expenses.

2024 Grant-making at a glance, to date
2024 grants paid to date: $1,250,500

Average number of proposals reviewed
in 2024's 2 grant cycles: 18

Number of grants paid in 2024: 45

Average size of grants paid: $27,789

Largest grant paid in 2024:  $200,000

Smallest grant paid in 2024: $2,500



    Woods Charitable Fund has
pledged a $150,000 program-
related investment to support
Hoppe Development’s Center
Terrace project, located near
13th and D streets. The
development will provide 125
affordable-housing units for
those with incomes from 30%
to 60% of area median income
and will house Clinic With a
Heart, Lincoln’s nonprofit
health-care clinic. The
development has been a
long-term project of the
South of Downtown
Community Development
Organization to invest in affordable housing and placemaking in its community. 
   The project is made possible with a range of support including credits and funds
administered by the Nebraska Investment Finance Authority and the Nebraska
Department of Economic Development, City of Lincoln Affordable Housing Funds, and
tax increment financing. Financing partners include banks and Community
Development Resources, and nonprofit partners include NeighborWorks Lincoln and
Lux Center for the Arts. In addition to WCF’s investment, the Lincoln Community
Foundation, Cooper Foundation and an anonymous donor have collaborated to ensure
a significant number of rents are affordable and accessible to families on voucher
programs.
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Organizations
paid grants in 2024

    This year marked the end of Pablo Cervantes’s term on the
Woods Charitable Fund Board, which began in 2019. Cervantes is
an affordable-housing consultant and serves on the Bryan Medical
Center Board of Trustees. During his six-year term, WCF has
provided 269 grants totaling $8,955,369.
   Peter Ferguson was elected at WCF’s November meeting to serve
as its newest board member. Ferguson is the Coordinator of
Culture, Inclusion, and Scholar Development and Assistant
Supervisor of Recruiting for Lincoln Public Schools and founder
of Peter Ferguson B.H.S., LLC, providing organizational and
individual leadership facilitation, public speaking, workshops and
consulting. He’s a recognized educational specialist in adult and
youth development, leadership, diversity, equity, inclusion and
belonging. His career has spanned K-12 and post-secondary
education, and for-profit and nonprofit organizations including
Big Brothers Big Sisters Lincoln and Leadership Lincoln, Inc.
Ferguson is the weekly host of “Bigger Than the Score” on 93.7
The Ticket radio and has been the lead adult advisor for the
annual Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Youth Rally for 28 years. He’s received many
community honors including the University of Nebraska-Lincoln Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. Chancellor’s Fulfilling the Dream Award, and he serves on the Bryan College
of Health Sciences Board of Trustees and board of directors for MENTOR Nebraska. 

Cervantes departs; Ferguson joins board

WCF invests in South of Downtown
affordable-housing development

WCF President Tom Woods shakes hands with Lincoln Mayor Leirion
Gaylor Baird at the Center Terrace groundbreaking on Nov. 6. The
project is expected to be completed in fall 2026.


