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WOODS CHARITABLE FUND APPROVES $725,000 IN GRANTS
AT NOVEMBER MEETING

Woods Charitable Fund’s Board of Directors approved grants in its fall grant cycle
totaling $725,000 to 14 tax-exempt organizations at its November meeting.

Two grants awarded in this cycle provide continued support for Project UPLIFT,
which received Woods Charitable Fund’s 2018 Breakthrough Initiative Grant, to support
promising and groundbreaking programs, collaborations or organizational best practices
in Lincoln’s nonprofits. The first grant provides $285,000 for three years of support to
Legal Aid of Nebraska, which leads UPLIFT’s work to provide direct civil legal services with
three Lincoln cultural centers: Asian Community and Cultural Center, El Centro de las
Américas, and the Good Neighbor Community Center. The second grant awards $105,000
over three years to the Center for Legal Immigration Assistance for its role in the
collaboration, to ensure all clients can receive help. With the original grant award in 2018
and renewed support in 2021 and 2022, UPLIFT has received more than $1 million in WCF
grants and served more than 1,000 clients.

Most of the approved funding — 69 percent — will support Civic and Community
projects. Additionally, 15 percent of the grants benefit Human Services agencies, 12 percent
Education organizations, and 4 percent for an Arts and Culture program.

To date in 2024, Woods Charitable Fund has paid grants totaling $1,188,000.
Woods Charitable Fund has paid grants totaling $109,222,051 since the Fund’s inception
in 1941.

Woods Charitable Fund makes grants twice a year to tax-exempt organizations
seeking funding for Lincoln-focused programs in the areas of Human Services, Civic &
Community, Education, and Arts and Culture, and through its Breakthrough Initiative
Grant program. For more information, call (402) 436-5971, visit
www.woodscharitable.org or write to Tom Woods, Kathy Steinauer Smith or Nicole
Juranek at 1248 O St. Suite 1130, Lincoln, NE 68508, or at info@woodscharitable.org.

Approved for funding by Woods Charitable Fund, Inc., November 2024

ACLU Nebraska Foundation ($40,000) — Two-year support for an attorney position to
expand integrated advocacy work relating to Indigenous Justice

Asian Community and Cultural Center ($50,000) — A collaborative grant for
citizenship education and related legal immigration services
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Bridges to Hope ($40,000) — Two-year general-operating support for this organization
providing household goods, clothing and personal items for those re-entering society after
incarceration

Center for Legal Immigration Assistance ($105,000) — Continued three-year
support for UPLIFT, which provides civil legal services to clients at three of Lincoln’s
cultural centers, in partnership with Legal Aid of Nebraska

Center for People ($20,000) — Continued support for staffing and related operating
expenses for its People’s Pantry, offering supplemental food, nutrition education, and
service connection to workforce development programs

Educare of Lincoln ($20,000) — Support for a staff position for the Beyond the Walls
initiative, for this early-learning center to expand its services and work alongside industry
partners to address challenges in Lincoln’s early-childhood education sector

Friendship Home of Lincoln ($40,000) — A general-operating grant for this
organization that provides support, shelter and advocacy for domestic-violence survivors
and their children

Legal Aid of Nebraska ($285,000) — Continued three-year funding for UPLIFT, which
provides civil legal services to clients at three of Lincoln’s cultural centers, in partnership
with the Center for Legal Immigration Assistance

Nebraska Humanities Council (Humanities Nebraska) ($40,000) — A two-year
grant to support the Prime Time Family Reading program in Lincoln

Nebraska Journalism Trust (Flatwater Free Press) ($20,000) — A two-year grant
for a new full-time reporter covering Lincoln for this independent, nonprofit news
organization

Planned Parenthood of the Heartland, Inc. ($10,000) — Continued support of
comprehensive and inclusive sexual educational programming in Lincoln

Rabble Mill (The Bay) ($20,000) — A project grant for the Gap Year program, an
8-month college and career readiness program for young adults ages 18-24

Stand in for Nebraska ($5,000) — In support of Roots to Rise, a weeklong summer day
camp for school-age BIPOC (Black, Indigenous and People of Color) and
under-represented youth

Woods Hall Craft Shop ($30,000) — A matching challenge grant for repairs and
improvements for this gallery that sells art and crafts created by year-round residents of
Madeline Island, Wis.; the Woods family supported the initial building of the crafts hall in
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