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setting ideas in motion

Tom Woods, far right, represented Woods Charitable Fund as one of
several organizations contributing to a special fund to help Lincoln's
refugee community at a June press conference.

2022 projects welcome
New Americans, honor
Lincoln's diversity

The past year saw a large increase in refugee resettlements in
Lincoln, and Woods Charitable Fund provided a number of
grants to support these efforts and organizations serving New
Americans and Lincoln's underrepresented populations.

This summer, Woods Charitable Fund joined the United Way
of Lincoln and Lancaster County and other Lincoln funders to
create the Lincoln Resettlement Fund to respond to urgent
needs from the large influx of Afghan and Ukrainian refugees,
especially focused on case management, transportation and
situational child care. Efforts continue, but more than $300,000
was raised in a few weeks to begin dispersing to nonprofits
serving New Americans.

Cultural Centers of Lincoln, a collaboration of five centers
offering case management, culturally specific programming
and direct service to refugees, New Americans and others, is
launching a campaign to create a coordinated campus and
received WCF operating support. Three of its affiliated centers
were also awarded grants for operating and programming:
Asian Community and Cultural Center, El Centro de las
Américas and Malone Community Center. Lutheran Family
Services of Nebraska received a grant to increase staffing to
support newly arrived refugees, and Lincoln Public Schools
was awarded two-year support for activities with community
partners for its Family Literacy program. Karen Society of
Nebraska received a grant to assist with citizenship classes,
and Lincoln Crossroads Festival received support for its
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2022 Grants paid to date: $1,409,000

Grant cycles completed: 2 of 2
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programming that celebrates our city's diverse
cultural heritage. A new project, Roots of Justice:
Historical Truth and Reconciliation, Lincoln and
Nebraska, received a grant for research and
documentation to create a comprehensive history of
race and racism in Lincoln and Nebraska. And in
November, WCF provided two-year support to the
Center for Legal Immigration Assistance for its
collaboration with UPLIFT, which provides legal
resources to clients at three cultural centers. The
project, which received WCF's 2018 Breakthrough
Initiative Grant, is led by Legal Aid of Nebraska and is
now in its fifth year.



Lincoln Literacy's new and retiring executive directors, Bryan Seck and Clay Naff,
met with the WCF board at its November meeting. Pictured from left, back row:
Treasurer Hank Woods, Pablo Cervantes, Jay Conrad, Bryan Seck, President Tom
Woods, Clay Naff and Assistant Treasurer Mike Tavlin. Front row: Suk Wortman,
Chairwoman Nelle Woods Jamison, Chair Emerita Donna Woods, Michelle Suarez
and Vice Chairman Ed Wimes.

Grants help nonprofits’
leadership transitions

In 2019, WCF supported the Successful Transitions project in partnership
with Cause Collective. Since, several Lincoln nonprofit organizations have
undergone changes in their top leadership roles and in the past year, two
WCF grants have supported salaries to allow for overlap between incoming
and outgoing leaders. One grant supported Lincoln Literacy as its Executive
Director of 16 years, Clay Naff, retired in October. Bryan Seck was chosen as
his successor, and both attended WCF's November Board meeting. At that
meeting, Directors approved a similar grant to Voices of Hope Lincoln. Its
founder and Executive Director, Marcee Metzger, will retire at the end of
2022, and Natalie Roberts-Day has been named as its new Executive Director.

Ed Wimes departs board;
Charlesette W. Foster begins term

This year marked the end of Ed Wimes' term on the Woods Charitable Fund
Board, which began in 2017. Ed owns E&S Consulting, which provides
leadership coaching, human resources management and diversity/inclusion
strategies to firms and institutions. During Ed's six-year term, WCF has paid
282 grants totaling $9,484,250, and for his parting allotment in designated
grants, Ed awarded $12,500 each to the Malone Community Center and Food
Bank of Lincoln.

Charlesette "Charlie" W. Foster was elected at WCF’s
November meeting to serve as its newest board
member. Foster is Special Assistant to the Vice
Chancellor for Diversity and Inclusion at the University
of Nebraska-Lincoln and has been Director of the
University's Jackie Gaughan Multicultural Center and
Office of Academic Support and Intercultural Services.
She received Master's and Bachelor's degrees from the

University of Alabama in clinical psychology and has

Charlesette Foster

been a counselor in Counseling and Psychological

Services at UNL. She is Vice President of the Board of Directors of the United
Way of Lincoln and Lancaster County and Second Vice President of the YWCA
Lincoln’s Board of Directors. She is Co-Founder of the Big 10 Multicultural
Student Affairs Network and the adviser for the Afrikan People’s Union and

two mental-health recognized student organizations at UNL.



