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On the cover: 
Kelsey Janda created the artwork displayed on the cover of this annual report for a 

poster design show at the request of Nebraskans for Civic Reform.  The poster, called 
“Your Voice,” was one of 10 displayed as part of NCR’s “Democracy at Stake:  

A Nebraska Voting Rights Art Show” in Omaha in December 2012 and in Lincoln in 
January 2013.  The show recognized the defeat of a voter identification bill in the 

Nebraska Legislature and illustrated that struggle here and nationally.

Janda has designed other posters on social issues in Nebraska communities,  
namely for Nebraska Appleseed. She is a graphic artist who lives in Omaha  

and works at Christ Community Church.



::   L e t t e r  f r o m  t h e  P r e s i d e n t    :: 

This year marked several changes at WCF.  First, Pam Baker retired as 
Executive Director after 23 years of service with the Fund.  In 1988 she 
was hired as the Fund’s first Lincoln-based staff person.  During her 
career more than $26 million in grants were awarded in Lincoln and  
the surrounding community.  WCF aims to continue her “interactive”  
approach to grant-making.  Pam now manages Community Development 
Resources’ “Alice’s Integrity Loan Fund,” which serves women and 
minorities in Lancaster County, Nebraska, who have difficulty finding 
money to start up or grow a small business.  

Second, Lynn Roper retired as an Officer of the Fund.  She had served as 
Assistant Treasurer since 2009 after having served a six-year term as a 
board member.  Lynn is the Senior Vice President-Wealth Management & 
Senior Resident Director at Merrill Lynch.  Her financial knowledge and 
insights were greatly appreciated during the economic roller coaster of 
the past ten years.

Third, Kathy Steinauer Smith was hired as a Community Investment  
Director to provide support with the Fund’s grants management, program 
review and communications.  She previously served as features editor  
at the Lincoln Journal Star, where she had worked in a variety of editing  
roles since 2005.  

And finally, TJ McDowell, Jr.’s board term, which began in 2007, ended.  
TJ was the Executive Director of the Clyde Malone Community Center at 
the time before joining Lincoln Public Schools as its Graduation Initiative 
Coordinator.  TJ brought extensive experience in the areas of mentoring, 
prevention and intervention.  During TJ’s board tenure, Woods Charitable 
Fund awarded 325 grants totaling $9,022,715.  We will miss TJ’s  
perspective and incisive questioning of grant proposals and policies.  

We deeply appreciate the opportunity to have worked with Pam, Lynn 
and TJ, and we will miss them.  May life’s rewards continue to be theirs. 

 Donna W. Woods, Chair

 
 Thomas C. Woods, IV, President
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::   A b o u t  t h e  F o u n d a t i o n    ::
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WOODS CHARITABLE FUND is a private philanthropic foundation located in Lincoln, 
Nebraska. It was founded in 1941 by Frank H. Woods, Nelle C. Woods and their 
three sons, Thomas, Henry and Frank. 

The Fund’s vision is to help build a community that offers a promising future for all, 
where everyone has the opportunity to participate and thrive. It supports a broad 
range of activities that include, but are not limited to, these special interests:  
Human Services, Education, Civic & Community and Arts & Culture. More details 
about WCF’s history, grant-making and review of financial statements can be  
found on its website, www.woodscharitable.org. 

To Apply for a Grant              
Before applying, grant-seekers are required to either contact the Fund by phone  
or mail/e-mail a letter of intent, including a budget, to determine if an application  
is appropriate. To allow adequate time for consideration, interested agencies are 
strongly encouraged to contact the Fund’s staff well in advance of the application 
deadlines.  

If the Fund requests a full proposal, the applicant will be asked to complete a  
web-based version of the Lincoln/Lancaster County Grantmakers Application Form, 
accessible only to those invited to apply.   

The staff at Woods Charitable Fund, Inc. is pleased to consult with applicants at  
any time during the process to help strengthen their proposals and reports.

T I M E T A B L E

 APPLICATION DATES NOTIFICATION DATES
 March 1-15 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mid-June
 July 1-15 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mid-November
 November 1-15 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mid-March

In cases of extreme emergency, WCF will consider proposals of $10,000 or less 
outside the set timetable.

Applicants should direct inquiries to: 
Tom Woods, Kathy Steinauer Smith  
or Angie Zmarzly 
Woods Charitable Fund, Inc.
1248 O Street, Suite 1130
Lincoln, NE 68508

www.woodscharitable.org
(402) 436-5971
twoods@woodscharitable.org
ksteinauersmith@woodscharitable.org
azmarzly@woodscharitable.org
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HUMAN SERVICES
Asian Community and Cultural Center . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 20,000 
Cedars Youth Services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20,000 
Center for People In Need, Inc. * . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5,000 
CenterPointe, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  15,000 
El Centro De Las Americas *. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5,000 
Family Violence Council . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50,000 
Food Bank of Lincoln, Inc. (Bilingual SNAP Outreach Coordinator) . . . . . . . . . .  37,500 
Food Bank of Lincoln, Inc. (General Operating) *. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5,000 
Girl Scouts-Spirit of Nebraska . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20,000 
Good Neighbor Community Center, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20,000 
Heartland Big Brothers Big Sisters (Mentoring Program). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20,000 
Heartland Big Brothers Big Sisters (General Operating) * . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5,000 
Lincoln Lancaster County Child Advocacy Center . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20,000 
Lincoln Lancaster County Child Guidance Center . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20,000 
Lincoln Lancaster County Human Services Federation, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 59,000 
Lincoln Medical Education Partnership . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20,000 
Malone Community Center (General Operating) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20,000 
Malone Community Center (General Operating) * . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5,000 
Matt Talbot Kitchen & Outreach, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25,000 
The Mediation Center. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23,600 
Mourning Hope. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  15,000 
Nebraska Association of Behavioral Health Organizations (NABHO) . . . . . . . . .  10,000 
Nebraska Domestic Violence Sexual Assault Coalition, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30,000 
Northeast Family Resource Center. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7,500 
Planned Parenthood of the Heartland, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50,000 
Provider’s Network, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25,000 
Released and Restored, Inc.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20,000 
St. Monica’s Home . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30,000 
TeamMates Mentoring Program-Lincoln * . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5,000 
United Way of Lincoln and Lancaster County (General Operating). . . . . . . . . . .  7,100 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Center on Children, Families and the Law . .  15,000 
Voices for Children in Nebraska. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20,000 

Subtotal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 649,700  

 2012 Grant Payments   
December 31, 2012

*Indicates retiring Director’s, Officer’s and Executive Director’s grant designations
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CIVIC AND COMMUNITY
BryanLGH Foundation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 20,000 
Center for Legal Immigration Assistance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25,000 
Community Action of Nebraska, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22,564 
Community Development Resources . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  100,000 
Community Justice Center . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25,000 
Interfaith Housing Coalition . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  15,000 
Legal Aid of Nebraska . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30,000 
Lincoln Community Foundation, Inc. (Give to Lincoln Project) . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10,000 
Lincoln Community Foundation, Inc. (Community Index and Website) . . . . . .  10,000 
Lincoln Housing Charities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1,000 
Lutheran Family Services of Nebraska, Inc.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  16,300 
Nebraska Appleseed Center for Law in the Public Interest, Inc.  
    (Health Reform Implementation Project) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40,000 
Nebraska Appleseed Center for Law in the Public Interest, Inc.  
    (General Operating) * . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7,500 
The Nebraska Lawyers Foundation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20,000 
Nebraskans for Civic Reform . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25,000 
NeighborWorks, Lincoln (Capital Campaign) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  100,000 
NeighborWorks, Lincoln (Healthy Neighborhoods Initiative) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8,000 
OpenSky Policy Institute . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30,000 
United Way of Lincoln and Lancaster County  
    (Women in Philanthropy Growth Program) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8,500 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Dept of Community & Regional Planning . . .  37,500 
VolunteerLinc dba Volunteer Partners . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22,500 

Subtotal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 573,864

   

 2012 Grant Payments   
December 31, 2012

*Indicates retiring Director’s, Officer’s and Executive Director’s grant designations
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EDUCATION
Boys and Girls Clubs of Lincoln Lancaster County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 10,000 
Lincoln Community Learning Centers *. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7,500 
Lincoln Literacy (English Language & Literacy Academy). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30,000 
Lincoln Literacy (New Beginnings Program) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45,000 
Lincoln Public Schools . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60,000 
Nebraska Association for the Education of Young Children, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . 20,000 

Subtotal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 172,500 

ARTS AND CULTURE
The Angels Theatre Company, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $ 20,000 
Flatwater Shakespeare Company . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  15,000 
Lincoln Community Playhouse, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20,000 
Lux Center for the Arts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  15,000 
Meadowlark Music Festival . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5,000 
Nebraska Brass, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5,000 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln, School of Music . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5,000
Willa Cather Pioneer Memorial & Educational Foundation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20,000

Subtotal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 105,000

Total Grants Paid, 2012 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,501,064

   

 2012 Grant Payments   
December 31, 2012

*Indicates retiring Director’s, Officer’s and Executive Director’s grant designations

Summary of 2012 Grants Paid by Special Interest Area

Civic & Community 
$573,864   38%

Human Services 
$649,700   43%

Education 
$172,500   12%

Arts & Culture 
$105,000   7%
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Nebraskans for Civic Reform             
In 2008, a group of University of Nebraska-Lincoln students interested in building a 
more fair election system created Nebraskans for Civic Reform.  Ever since, NCR has 
worked to ensure Nebraska’s electoral and civic institutions are more inclusive to 
youth and historically disadvantaged populations while also improving political  
participation in general, enriching the civic culture of the state, revitalizing an  
interest in community and retaining a talented and motivated population.

Since its inception, NCR’s board has been composed of Republicans, Democrats and 
Independents.  Adam Morfeld, NCR’s founder, became its first Executive Director in 
2011, while a board of advisers made up of legal, community, policy and academic 
experts also supports the organization’s work and leadership.

NCR’s three primary program areas are: boosting civic education programs for K-12 
students and engaging those students in their communities through service-learning 
projects; protecting voting rights through litigation and through policy research and 
advocacy, especially in the Nebraska Legislature; and providing veterans’ community 
leadership training and job readiness/training programs primarily in Lancaster and 
Douglas counties.

NCR has partnered with Lincoln and Omaha Public Schools to implement its  
“Activating Civic Engagement” pilot program and also created the Nebraska Civic 
Health Partnership that includes nonprofits, foundations, governmental entities and 
other stakeholders to address civic education in a coordinated and statewide manner.

In 2011, Woods Charitable Fund awarded Nebraskans for Civic Reform a $35,000 grant 
to help support its operations and formation into a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization.  In 
2012, the Fund granted a second award of $25,000 for continued operating support.

To learn more about NCR, visit its website at www.nereform.org.

NCR Executive Director Adam Morfeld speaks at a press conference in 2012 in the State Capitol’s rotunda on 
behalf of NCR and more than 25 statewide organizations represented by the Nebraska Voting Rights Coalition.



To make a gift to Woods Charitable Fund,
please contact President Tom Woods 

at (402) 436-5971 or twoods@woodscharitable.org.

1248 O Street, Suite 1130
Lincoln, NE 68508

402.436.5971
www.woodscharitable.org

setting ideas in motion

We’ve moved!             
Woods Charitable Fund moved its offices to a new location in 2012, marking the 
first move for the Fund since its inception more than 70 years ago.

WCF staff members relocated to their new offices, in Suite 1130 of the Wells 
Fargo Center at 13th and O streets in Lincoln, shortly before Christmas. The office 
provides a space to host WCF’s Board of Directors meetings and a more centralized 
downtown location. The conference room also is available at no cost to Lincoln 
nonprofit and funding organizations seeking a meeting location.

Until 2012, Woods Charitable Fund had been at Lincoln’s phone company  
headquarters, at 1440 M Street.  Frank H. Woods, Nelle Cochrane Woods and their 
three sons created WCF in 1941 with funding primarily from business interests  
in telecommunications and other industries in Nebraska and Illinois, including 
Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph. 


