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Flatwater Shakespeare Company performs 
“A Midsummer Night’s Dream” at  
First-Plymouth Church, 2011
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   “Are you sure/That we are awake?  
     It seems to me/That yet we sleep, we dream.”     

                  - William Shakespeare,  “A Midsummer Night’s Dream”

Since 2001, Flatwater Shakespeare has presented Shakespearean plays to Lincoln audiences, 
with its first stagings at Wyuka Cemetery’s Swan Theatre, the Haymarket Theatre and the 
Lied Center.  But Flatwater Shakespeare had always been intent on expanding the audience 
for live theater.  As Bob Hall, Flatwater Shakespeare’s Artistic Director, said, “We feel that the 
production of Shakespeare’s plays and other classic works can be crucial in broadening the base 

for all theater audiences in our region.  After all, Shakespeare 
is the writer recently selected by the National Endowment for 

the Arts as the richest ‘common ground’ for American 
communities.”

To better share the dramatic arts with younger audiences,
non- traditional theatre-goers and underrepresented groups,
 Flatwater Shakespeare mounted a summer 2011 touring 
version of “A Midsummer Night’s Dream” to play, free of 
charge, in several Lincoln parks.  More than 1,000 people saw 

the play over eight performances, and more than half of those attending had 
never before seen a Flatwater Shakespeare play.  Funding provided by WCF removed the barrier 
of admission fees, while the setting in neighborhood parks created a welcoming 
and comfortable venue.  This successful approach led to a similar touring 
production of Shakespeare’s “Twelfth Night” in the summer of 2012.  
Congratulations to Flatwater Shakespeare for finding a way to connect 
with the Lincoln community outside traditional theater venues.

This year marked the end of José Soto’s board term, which began 
in 2006.  José is the Vice President for Access, Equity and Diversity 
at Southeast Community College.  The State Latino-American 
Commission recently presented him with its Humanitarian Award for 
his lifelong dedication to promoting the Latino community, and he also is 
a member of the State Advisory Committee to the United States Commission 
on Civil Rights and assists with its fact-finding, investigations and information 
dissemination.  During José’s board tenure, Woods Charitable Fund awarded 315 grants totaling 
$8,927,570.  We will miss José’s astute mind and passionate discourse, and we wish him well.

                  Donna W. Woods, Chair

                   
                  Thomas C. Woods, IV, Executive Director  
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José J. Soto



WOODS CHARITABLE FUND is a private philanthropic foundation located in Lincoln, 
Nebraska.  It was founded in 1941 by Frank H. Woods, Nelle C. Woods and their three sons, 
Thomas, Henry and Frank.  

The Fund supports a broad range of activities which include, but are not limited to, the following 
special interests: Human Services, Education, Civic & Community and Arts & Culture.  More 
detail about WCF’s history, grant-making and review of financial statements can be found on its 
website (www.woodscharitable.org). 

Purpose
To improve the quality of life in Lincoln, Nebraska by: 
•  expanding prosperity and justice; 
•   advancing diverse and balanced participation of  

community residents; and 
•  stimulating creativity and ingenuity.  

To Apply for a Grant              
Before applying, grant-seekers are required to either contact the Fund by phone or mail/e-mail 
a letter of intent, including a budget, to determine if an application is appropriate.  In order to 
allow adequate time for consideration, interested agencies are strongly encouraged to contact the 
Fund’s staff well in advance of the application deadlines.  

If the Fund requests a full proposal, the applicant will be asked to complete a web-based version of 
the Lincoln/Lancaster County Grantmakers Application Form, accessible only to those invited 
to apply.   

The staff at Woods Charitable Fund, Inc. is pleased to consult with applicants at any time during 
the process to help strengthen their proposals and reports.

TImeTAble
Application Dates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Notification Dates
March 1-15. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mid-June
July 1-15 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mid-November
November 1-15 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mid-March

In cases of extreme emergency, WCF will consider proposals of $10,000 or less outside the set 
timetable.

Applicants should direct inquiries to:  
Tom Woods, Kathy Steinauer Smith   
or Angie Zmarzly 
Woods Charitable Fund, Inc.
P.O. Box 81309
1440  ‘M’  Street
Lincoln, NE  68501
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HUmAN SeRVICeS
Asian Community and Cultural Center. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 25,000 
CASA for Lancaster County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  15,000 
CEDARS Youth Services. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  20,000 
Center for People in Need, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  20,000 
CenterPointe, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  20,000 
Community Action Partnership of Lancaster and Saunders Counties . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  30,000 
El Centro de las Americas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  25,000 
Family Service Association of Lincoln . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  20,000 
Foster Care Closet. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10,000 
Friendship Home of Lincoln . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5,000 
Girl Scouts-Spirit of Nebraska . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  20,000 
Good Neighbor Community Center . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  20,000 
Indian Center, Inc.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  50,000 
Lincoln and Lancaster County Child Guidance Center . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  25,000 
Lincoln Lancaster County Child Advocacy Center . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  55,000 
Lincoln Lancaster County Human Services Federation, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3,614 
Lincoln Medical Education Partnership. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3,373 
Lincoln YWCA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  25,000 
Malone Community Center. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  25,000 
Northeast Family Resource Center. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  25,000 
Planned Parenthood of the Heartland, Inc. * . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  12,500 
Saint Monica’s Home . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  60,000 
Voices for Children in Nebraska . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  30,000 
Voices of Hope . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  30,000 

Subtotal. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 574,487  

ARTS & CUlTURe
Angels Theatre Company, Inc.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 20,000 
Flatwater Shakespeare Company . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  15,000 
Friends of Arts Are Basic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10,000 
Friends of Lied. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  20,000 
Lincoln Arts Council . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  30,000 
Lincoln Association for the Traditional Arts. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5,335 
Lincoln Community Playhouse. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  25,000 
Lincoln Municipal Band Association, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  20,000 
Lincoln Orchestra Association dba Lincoln’s Symphony Orchestra . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  20,000 
Meadowlark Music Festival . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10,000 
Nebraska Art Association . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7,500 
Nebraska Cultural Endowment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  20,000 
Nebraskans for the Arts, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10,000 
Third Chair Chamber Players, Inc. dba Nebraska Chamber Players. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2,757 
University of Nebraska Foundation (Sheldon Arts & Humanities Extension) . . . . . . .  100,000 
Willa Cather Pioneer Memorial and Educational Foundation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  20,000

Subtotal. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 335,592

Woods Charitable Fund, Inc.   
2011 Grant/Program Related Investment Payments   

December 31, 2011
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Summary of 2011 Grants Paid by Special Interest Area

* Indicates retiring board member grant designation

Education
$232,670   16% 

Arts & Culture
$335,592   23%

Civic & Community
$320,000   22% 

Human Services
$574,487   39%

CIVIC & COmmUNITY
ACLU Nebraska Foundation, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 15,000 
Bryan/LGH Foundation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  20,000 
Center for Legal Immigration Assistance. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  25,000 
Center for Rural Affairs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  20,000 
Community CROPS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10,000 
Community Development Resources. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  15,000 
Community Justice Center. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  25,000 
Habitat for Humanity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  15,000 
Legal Aid of Nebraska . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  25,000 
Lincoln Community Foundation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10,000 
Lincoln Housing Charities. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5,000 
Nebraska Appleseed Center for Law in the Public Interest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  30,000 
Nebraska Housing Developers Association . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10,000 
Nebraskans for Civic Reform (Fiscal Agent NE Appleseed Center) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  35,000 
Public Interest Projects, Inc.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  30,000 
Seniors Foundation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  20,000 
United Way of Lincoln/Lancaster County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 0,000  

Subtotal. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 320,000  

eDUCATION
Boys and Girls Clubs of Lincoln Lancaster County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 10,000 
Bright Lights, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4,500 
Foundation for Lincoln Public Schools . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  35,000 
Lighthouse . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  20,000 
Lincoln Literacy Council . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  30,000 
Nebraska Association for the Education of Young Children . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  20,000 
Nebraska Wesleyan University . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10,000 
Southeast Community College Educational Foundation * . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  12,500 
Union College . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  28,170 
UNL-African American and African Studies Program. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2,500 
UNL-Department of Child, Youth and Family Studies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10,000 
UNL-Nebr Center for Research on Children, Youth, Families and Schools . . . . . . . . . .  50,000 

Subtotal. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 232,670 

TOTAl GRANTS PAID, 2011 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $ 1,462,749 

Woods Charitable Fund, Inc.   
2011 Grant/Program Related Investment Payments   

December 31, 2011 (continued)

Woods Charitable Fund, Inc
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Featured
   Artists -

FLATWATER SHAKESPEARE COMPANY’S  mission is to inspire and inform actors,  
artists, audiences, scholars, and students of the Midwest through theater productions of the 
highest quality, based in the works of Shakespeare and other playwrights.

The Company puts emphasis on expanding the  
audience for live theater, including young people 
and under-represented groups, and strives to 
make Shakespeare feel more relevant and  

accessible to all individuals.

In 2011, due to renovation, Flatwater  
temporarily lost access to its longtime  

performance home, the historic Swan Theatre at 
Wyuka cemetery.  Rather than put its operations on hold,  Flatwater saw 
the setback as an opportunity. 

That summer, through a collaboration with the City of Lincoln’s Parks Department and led  
by Flatwater Artistic Director Bob Hall, the Company brought “A Midsummer Night’s  
Dream” to eight outdoor locations throughout Lincoln, including several within lower- 
income neighborhoods, and at the Lincoln Community Foundation Gardens downtown.   
Admission was offered free of charge, although many in attendance provided free will donations.  
Lincoln’s Ivanna Cone ice cream shop added to the feel of a community gathering by offering  
all attendees complimentary ice cream. 

In 2012, Flatwater received the Mayor’s Arts Award for Outstanding Event.  And based on 
the 2011 tour’s success and the positive feedback generated, Flatwater followed with another  
free outdoor tour in 2012 – this time of “Twelfth Night,” which was again highly attended  
and well received by the community. 

Flatwater is currently planning its third free outdoor tour.

Flatwater Shakespeare Company performs 
“Twelfth Night” at Wyuka, 2012



To make a gift to Woods Charitable Fund,
please contact Executive Director Tom Woods 
at (402) 436-5974 or twoods@woodscharitable.org.

PO Box 81309
Lincoln, NE 68501
402.436.5971
www.woodscharitable.org

setting ideas in motion




