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“An investment in Lincoln’s cultural centers benefits the entire community

Nelle Woods Jamison

because the cultural centers are helping individuals become self-sufficient,
get help where needed and in return the individuals contribute toward
the economic growth of Lincoln when they get jobs and make purchases
in various businesses in Lincoln.”

— Tom Randa, Executive Director of Good Neighbor Community Center
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“Many of our clients come to us searching to meet the most
basic of needs, being employment, food for their family,
clothing, and other resources that will help their families
get by. At our centers, we not only help these families
obtain much needed resources, we also empower them to
advance their education through GED classes and English
classes, learn what resources are available to them in the
community and how to utilize those resources, and find
reliable work that will help them stabilize their households
not just now, but for the sustainable future.”

— ROGER GARCIA

Executive Director of El Centro de las Américas

Photos on the cover and throughout this report
were provided by the Asian Community and
Cultural Center, El Centro de las Américas,
Indian Center, Malone Community Center
and MENA Hope Project.



“(Lincoln’s cultural centers) are essentially united on many points of view.” Woods Charitable Fund Annual Renort 2013

— (lyde Tyndall, Executive Director of the Indian Center

L etter from the President

“Tolerance, inter-cultural dialogue and respect for diversity are more
essential than ever in a world where peoples are becoming more and
more closely interconnected.”

- Kofi Annan, Former Secretary-General of the United Nations

Like other communities across the country, Lincoln is home to many
ethnic and racial groups as a result of immigration, migration and
resettlement. Over the years, these groups have formed centers to
preserve and celebrate their unique cultures and to provide services
to help their clients succeed in their own lives and as part of the
broader community.

In 1999, Lincoln’s four major ethnic centers (Asian Center, El Centro de las
Américas, Indian Center and the Malone Center) formed the Cultural
Centers Coalition - with MENA Hope Project joining in 2013 - to
cooperatively address common challenges, leverage resources, strengthen
funding opportunities and collaborate on joint projects to better the
community. They recognized that while each of their centers serves a
distinct segment of the community, they could combine their strengths

to produce positive community outcomes centered on diversity, social
justice and cultural competency.

Individually and jointly, the coalition agencies serve over 40,000 residents
throughout Lincoln helping to acknowledge and undo racism, to build
authentic community and to promote and exercise democracy through

a wide array of educational and cultural programs and services.

Since 1974, WCF has provided $1,641,791 to these five agencies for
multicultural programming and $105,000 to the coalition since 2008
to help advance its mission of serving as a model of multicultural
collaboration and developing a public dialogue that will increase
understanding of the value of diversity for Lincoln.

Woods Charitable Fund applauds the Asian Community and Cultural Center,
El Centro de las Américas, Indian Center, the Malone Community Center
and MENA Hope Project for their work to help Lincoln “interconnect” as
more diverse people call Lincoln home. WCF awarded grants to each of the
five cultural centers in 2013 to advance their missions. We invite you to
review their work along with all the organizations WCF supported last year.

Donna W. Woods, Chair Thomas C. Woods, IV, President

“The Asian Community and
Cultural Center has been a
welcoming, reliable place for Asians
and other immigrants to come to
for services for 20 years. With our
dual mission of celebrating Asian
heritage and service we are
perfectly situated to be a center
for people from differing ethnic
backgrounds and socio-economic
levels. We are especially proud of
our youth and senior programs.”

— SHEILA DORSEY VINTON

Executive Director of the Asian

Community and Cultural Center
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About the Foundation

WOODS CHARITABLE FUND is
a private philanthropic foundation
located in Lincoln, Nebraska. It
was founded in 1941 by Frank H.
Woods, Nelle C. Woods and their
three sons, Thomas, Henry and
Frank.

The Fund’s vision is to help build a
community that offers a promising
future for all, where everyone has
the opportunity to participate and
thrive. It supports a broad range of
activities that include, but are not
limited to, these special interests:
Human Services, Education,

Civic & Community and Arts &
Culture. More details about WCF’s
history, grant-making and review
of financial statements can be
found on its website,
www.woodscharitable.org.

TO APPLY FOR A GRANT

Before applying, grant-seekers

are required to contact the Fund
by phone or mail/e-mail with a
letter of intent, including a budget,
to determine if an application is
appropriate. To allow adequate
time for consideration, interested
agencies are required to contact the
Fund’s staff at least two weeks prior
to the application deadlines.

If the Fund requests a full proposal,
the applicant will be asked to
complete a web-based version of
the Lincoln/Lancaster County
Grantmakers Application Form,
accessible only to those invited

to apply.

The staff at Woods Charitable
Fund is pleased to consult with
applicants at any time during the
process to help strengthen their
proposals and reports.

r “Our Middle East North Africa Hope Project helps
immigrants and refugees become self-sufficient as soon as
possible. Good Neighbor Community Center has dedicated
staff in Zainab Al-Baaj and Doug Hardt who work with
these families and individuals. Zainab helps with case
management while Doug helps them find jobs. Volunteers
help teach classes and help with office work. We provide
food, clothes, bus passes, English/computer classes, and
collaborate with other resettling agencies in town for a

smooth transition that will lead to quick self-sufficiency.”

— TOM RANDA

¢ Executive Director of Good Neighbor Community Center

Inquiry Deadline - Submission Dates  Nofification Dates
March 1 March 1 to 15 Mid-June

July 1 July 110 15 Mid-November
November T November 1to 15 Late March

In cases of extreme emergency,

WCEF will consider interim proposals
of $10,000 or less outside the set
timetable.

Applicants should direct inquiries to:
Tom Woods, Kathy Steinauer Smith
or Angie Zmarzly

Woods Charitable Fund, Inc.

1248 O Street, Suite 1130

Lincoln, NE 68508
www.woodscharitable.org

(402) 436-5971
twoods@woodscharitable.org
ksteinauersmith@woodscharitable.org
azmarzly@woodscharitable.org
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HUMAN SERVICES

Asian Community and Cultural Center

CASA for Lancaster County

Center for People in Need, Inc

El Centro de las Américas

Family Service Association of Lincoln

Family Violence Council (Keepers of the Flame)

Family Violence Council (Safe and Together Model)

Food Bank of Lincoln, InC. ... oo vt v e e 20,000
Friendship Home of Lincoln

Good Neighbor Community Center,Inc. ..., 20,000
Heartland Big Brothers Big Sisters

Indian Center, Inc

Mark of Honor Youth Lodge, Inc

Matt Talbot Kitchen and Outreach, Inc

The Mediation Center

Mourning Hope

Northeast Family Resource Center

OUtling, INC. oot e 8,000
Planned Parenthood of the Heartland

Provider’s Network, INC. . .. oot vt e e e e 10,000
St. Monica’s Home

Voices of Hope, Inc
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CIVIC & COMMUNITY

Center for Legal Immigration Assistance

Center for Rural Affairs

City of Lincoln, Lincoln Police Department

Common Cause Education Fund dba Common Cause Nebraska

Community CROPS

Easter Seal Society of Nebraska, Inc

Habitat for Humanity, Inc. ....... ..o oot 8,000
Leadership Lincoln, Inc. (Program Related Investment)

Legal Aid of Nebraska

Nebraska Appleseed Center for Law in the Public Interest, Inc. ......... 25,000
Nebraskans for Civic Reform

OpenSky Policy Institute

Prairie Gold Homes, Inc

UNL-Department of Community and Regional Planning

VolunteerLinc dba Volunteer Partners

EDUCATION

Bright Lights, Inc

Educare of Lincoln, Inc

Lincoln Public Schools (Behavior Intervention Support Team)
Lincoln Public Schools (Family Literacy Program)

Lincoln Public Schools (Hear to Learn)

Malone Community Center

Nebraska Association for the Education of Young Children, Inc
Nebraska Wesleyan University

Spring Creek Prairie Audubon Center

Subtotal
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ARTS & CULTURE

Flatwater Shakespeare Company

Grand Island Community Foundation

Lincoln Parks and Recreation Foundation

Lux Center for the Arts

Nebraska Humanities Council dba Humanities Nebraska
Vision Maker Media

Woods Hall Craft Shop

Subtotal

MISCELLANEOUS
Lincoln Children’s Zoo $ 20,000

Subtotal $20,000

Total Grants /Program Related Investments Paid $1,205,500

orreiC o LCuUI

ummary of 2013 Grants Paid by Special Interest Area
atio

ent: Human Services

$502,500 42%

O I‘FCivic & Community
$337,000 28%

Education
$196,500 16%

Arts & Culture
$149,500 12%

Miscellaneous BleTerte e Yorols o
$20,000 2%
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Featured Organizations

In 2013, Woods Charitable Fund
awarded grants supporting Lincoln’s
cultural centers. Here’s a look at
these five community centers, their
work, and website links that offer
more about each organization:

“Such unity between cultures and cultural centers is not often seen in other communities.
We really have a unique collaborative here that is dedicated to the betterment of the

communify in a collective spirit.”

— Roger Garcia, Executive Director of El Centro de las Américas

ASIAN COMMUNITY AND
CULTURAL CENTER Founded

in 1994, the Center’s mission is to
support and empower Asian people
while sharing their cultures with
the entire community through
programs and services. It offers
youth, senior and special programs
as well as resources for families and
a Sudanese advocacy project. It is
located at 2635 O Street, Suite A.

www.lincolnasiancenter.org

In 2013, a WCF grant supported
general operating funds for the Asian
Community and Cultural Center.

EL CENTRO DE LAS AMERICAS
Founded in 1982 as the Hispanic
Community Center, El Centro de
las Américas’ mission is to educate
and empower Latino/Hispanic
families and the community at
large. It offers a variety of health
and educational classes, crisis
prevention and assistance programs
and youth programs. In 2014, its
offices moved to 210 O Street.

www.elcentrodelasamericas.org

In 2013, a WCF grant supported
general operating funds for El Centro
de las Américas.

substance abuse; it is a second home; it allows interaction

( “The Indian Center provides an alternative to a life of

with people like them; it represents a history of a people.

When searching for jobs, we teach our people how to

interact with the larger community; when helping with

social justice issues, we show our people how to speak up

for themselves.”

— CLYDE TYNDALL

Executive Director of the Indian Center



“The importance of one’s culture is clear, but the importance W

of working with others outside of the culture is imperative.
Our various curriculums in all of our programs teach the
importance of remembering and honoring our past, while /

working to reach one’s maximum potential in the future.”

Executive Director of Malone Community Center

Featured Organizations

INDIAN CENTER Founded in
1969, the Indian Center’s mission

is to provide value to the Native
American community by creating
and obtaining programs that
empower self-sufficiency and
positive quality of life standards in
individuals and families. It offers
youth, family and elderly programs,
assistance for food, housing and
transportation, an employment and
training program and counseling
services. It is located at 1100
Military Road.

www.indiancenterinc.org

In 2013, a WCF grant supported
the Indian Center’s Many Nations
Healing Counseling Services.

— LARRY WILLIAMS

PN

MALONE COMMUNITY
CENTER Founded in 1932,

The Urban League of Lincoln
reorganized in 1955 to become

the Clyde Malone Community
Center, with a mission to honor
and strengthen the African
American community in Lincoln
and Lancaster County, and serving
as a cornerstone for educational,
cultural, and advocacy programs
for all people. It serves as a
neighborhood activities center
and offers programs for seniors and
youth, a health outreach service,
and empowerment programs for
African American girls and boys.
It is located at 2032 U Street.

www.malonecenter.org

In 2013, a WCF grant supported
the Malone Center’s Out-of-School
Program.
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MENA HOPE PROJECT Begun

in 2005 at the Good Neighbor
Community Center after six years as
the Faces of the Middle East project,
the MENA Hope Project’s mission
is to assist refugees and immigrants
from the Middle East and North
Africa and help them transition

to their new home in Lincoln. It
provides a variety of classes and
individual support as well as
emergency assistance with food,
clothing and interpretation services.
It is located at the Good Neighbor

Community Center at 2617 Y Street.

www.gncclincoln.org

In 2013, a WCF grant supported
general operating funds for the
MENA Hope Project.

9





www.woodscharitable.org

