
Company highlights
and updates:

Civic & Community
52%

Human Services
22%Education

20%

Arts & Culture
3%

COVID-related
2%

Miscellaneous
1%

   Woods Charitable Fund awarded its 2020 Breakthrough

Initiative Grant to Lincoln Literacy Council for the Bridgeway to

a Better Life project, which offers job-skills training,

mentorship and classes to help people gain the skills needed

to acquire well-paying jobs and build careers. Bridgeway to a

Better Life partners with the Lincoln Partnership for Economic

Development (LPED) and the New Americans Task Force. This

grant, pledged for $500,000 over three years, provides for

staffing and operating support.

   During the pandemic, Lincoln Literacy has staged two drive-

through fairs to give out laptops and learning materials. In

addition, the agency signed up students for scholarships for

short-term certification classes at Southeast Community

College and offered tutors to assist these students. The

organization has created a new category of volunteer, the job

mentor, and recruited and trained 10 volunteers. In tandem

with its teacher-prep class, Lincoln Literacy created a short-

term paraeducator class, modified its job-prep class to focus

on manufacturing jobs, and has worked with LPED to restart

the Manufacturing Certificate class.

   Clayton Naff, Lincoln Literacy’s Executive Director, said,

"Even before the pandemic, many young families in Lincoln

setting ideas in motion
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2020 Grants paid to date: $1,476,500

Grant-making at a glance

Grants cycles completed: 2 of 2

Average number of proposals
reviewed per grant cycle: 20

Number of grants paid in 2020: 41

Average size of grants paid: $36,012

Smallest grant paid in 2020: $7,500

Largest grant paid in 2020: $300,000

Breakthrough grant to
provide skills training

Lincoln Literacy staff members distribute information at a drive-

through fair for Bridgeway to a Better Life classes.

were mired in poverty, not because parents weren’t

working but because they lacked the skills to qualify

for good-paying jobs. Now, the need to close the skills

gap is even more urgent. Bridgeway helps people go

beyond basic language and literacy skills and on to

prep classes that enable them to earn credentials,

land jobs, build careers, lift their families out of

poverty, and fulfill their dreams."

   This award marks WCF’s third Breakthrough

Initiative Grant, which supports promising and

groundbreaking programs, collaborations or

organizational best practices in Lincoln’s nonprofits.



   This year marked the end of Candice Howell’s term

on the WCF Board, which began in 2015. Candice is

Assistant Dean for Student Success and Persistence

at Nebraska Wesleyan University. WCF awarded 338

grants totaling $9,006,700 during Candice’s six-year

term. For her parting allotment in designated

grants, Candice awarded $12,500 each to the Malone

Community Center and the Nebraska Domestic

Violence Sexual Assault Coalition.

   Suk Wortman was elected at 

WCF’s November meeting to 

serve as its newest board 

member. Suk is Director of

Direct Marketing at Arbor Day

Foundation and has worked in

financial tech, bio-tech and

agriculture industries. She

received a bachelor of arts degree from the

University of St. Thomas in St. Paul, Minnesota, and

volunteers with her church’s capital campaign

committee and at the Food Bank of Lincoln. 
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by Zoom, with the May

meeting pictured at right.

Staff members had many virtual meetings with

applicants, grant recipients and those interested in

applying throughout the year. In May the WCF Board

voted to expand the budget for interim and

emergency grants for the year in light of the

economic effects of COVID-19 on Lincoln’s nonprofit

community. It provided $29,000 in 2020 in grants to

organizations requesting special needs related to

the COVID-19 pandemic and approved up to

$100,000 for similar needs in 2021.
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WCF adjusts
work, grants
for pandemic
   The COVID-19 pandemic that

affected all aspects of life and

business shut down the WCF

offices in late March, with

restricted activity at the office

continuing through the year.

The WCF Board conducted

both 2020 Board meetings

Top row, left to right: Staff members Joan Stolle and Kathy Steinauer Smith; Assistant

Treasurer Mike Tavlin; and Director Pablo Cervantes. Middle row: Director Jay Conrad; Board

Chair Nelle Woods Jamison; Director Michelle Suarez; and staff member Nicole Juranek.

Bottom row: Director Ed Wimes, Treasurer Hank Woods, President Tom Woods; and Director

Candice Howell.
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Howell departs WCF board,
Suk Wortman begins term


