WCF Board members and officers are, front row from left to right:
Michelle Suarez and Donna W. Woods, chair emerita. Back row
from left: Mike Tavlin, assistant treasurer; Tom Woods, president
and board secretary; Nelle Woods Jamison, chair; Candice Howell,
vice chair; Pablo Cervantes and Hank Woods, treasurer. Not
pictured is Ed Wimes.

Donna W. Woods
retires from board

Woods Charitable Fund Board Chair Donna W. Woods retired
from her position at the organization's November meeting.

Donna was elected to the WCF Board in 2001, became vice
chair in 2005 and chair in 2007. A longtime community
volunteer, she will continue to serve WCF as chair emerita.
During her tenure with the WCF Board, the organization
awarded 1,179 grants totaling $26,710,160. Donna was married
for 33 years to Thomas C. “Chip” Woods Ill, former Woods
Charitable Fund Board President, until his death in 2000.

Nelle Woods Jamison was elected the new board chair at the
November meeting. She was elected to the WCF Board in 2005.
She earned a Bachelor of Journalism degree and a Master of
Arts in Museum Studies from the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln. She has worked as the Director of Membership for the
Minnesota Museum of American Art and as an Art Assistant for
Creating Pride in Chicago. She is the daughter of Chip and
Donna Woods.

To fill the board position vacated by Donna's retirement, Jay
Conrad was elected. Since 1991, he has been the Executive
Director of Houses of Hope, which provides residential and
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Grants paid to date: $1,369,200

Grants cycles completed: 2 of 2

Average number of proposals
reviewed per grant cycle: 19

Number of grants paid in 2019: 47

Average size of grants paid: $29,132
Smallest grant paid in 2019: $5,000

Largest grant paid in 2019: $400,000

support services for
individuals impacted by
substance use and related
mental-health issues. He
has served on local boards
including Gathering Place,
St. Monica's, CenterPointe,

Cause Collective and
Nebraska AIDS Project. He

works at the national level to increase awareness

Jay Conrad

and need for behavioral health services.



Woods Charitable Fund
co-hosts Summer Social

In June, nonprofit and philanthropic organizations
met to celebrate and honor Lincoln’s nonprofit
community and the important role it plays in
promoting and strengthening Lincoln.

More than 100 nonprofit and foundation
representatives attended Lincoln’s celebration June
21 at The Mill on Innovation Campus. The Summer
Social was inspired by the fourth annual Beverage to
Enhance Equity in Relationships (BEER), started by
Vu Le, a national thought leader, blogger and co-
author of “Unicorns Unite: How Nonprofits and
Foundations Can Build EPIC Partnerships.” Typically
hosted on the summer solstice, this day provides an
opportunity for nonprofit and philanthropic
professionals, board members and trustees to make
connections that strengthen relationships across the
sector and in the community.

“The intent was to invite those from agencies that
do not have many opportunities to network with
foundation staff or their counterparts in the
nonprofit sector,” said Tom Woods, President of
Woods Charitable Fund. “This event was for all those
who are doing critical work behind the scenes to
allow them face time to meet and mingle with one
another and foundation staff.”

“Collaboration is all about relationships,” said
Rhonda Mattingly, Executive Director of Bridges to
Hope. “Getting together for a social gathering such
as this helps nonprofits realize that those in the
foundations are just as concerned about helping
those in need as the nonprofits are.”

This year’s event was hosted by Woods Charitable
Fund, the Cooper Foundation, Duncan Family Trust,
Kinder Porter Scott Family Foundation/WRK Family

Foundation and in partnership with Cause Collective.

About Woods Charitable Fund

Thomas C. Woods IV, President and Board Secretary

Joan Stolle, Operations Manager

Kathy Steinauer Smith, Senior Community Investment Director
Nicole Juranek, Community Investment Director

1248 O St. Suite 1130 Lincoln, NE 68508
(402) 436-5971
info@woodscharitable.org
www.woodscharitable.org
facebook.com/WoodsCharitableFund



