
	

					Looking	for	a	
meeting	space	for	
your	nonprofit	
organization?	
WCF’s	conference	
room	is	available	
free	of	charge	to	
nonprofits	during	
regular	business	
hours.	Over	the	

past	three	years,	several	Lincoln	nonprofit	
organizations	have	utilized	the	room	and	attached	
kitchen	for	meetings	including	Lincoln	Arts	Council	
(photo	above),	Nebraska	Appleseed,	OpenSky	
Policy	Institute,	Nebraska	Children	and	Families	
Foundation,	Humanities	Nebraska	and	others.	
					To	reserve	the	room,	please	visit	
http://woodscharitable.org/meeting-room/	for	
more	information	and	a	reservation	request	form.	

WCF’s	Breakthrough	Initiative	Grants	
to	be	awarded	in	2017	
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					Nonprofit	groups	interested	in	applying	for	grants	
must	contact	WCF	staff	and	be	asked	to	complete	an	
online	application.	Deadlines	are:	

					If	the	deadline	falls	on	a	weekend,	the	deadline	
will	defer	to	the	following	business	day.	

2016	Grant-making	At	A	Glance	

Grant	cycles	completed:	2	of	2	
	
Average	number	of	proposals	reviewed	
per	grant	cycle:	28	
	
Number	of	grants	paid	in	2016:	59	
	
Average	size	of	grants	paid:	$17,910	
	
Smallest	grant	paid	in	2016:	$1,000	
	
Largest	grant	paid	in	2016:	$94,000	

Grants	Paid	to	Date:	
$1,056,700	

	
	
	 	

$425,000:	
Human	
Services	

$195,000:	
Civic	&	

Community	
$146,700:	
Arts	&	
Culture	

$290,000:	
Education	

					This	fall,	Woods	Charitable	Fund	launched	a	new	
grant	opportunity	for	Lincoln	nonprofits.	The	
Breakthrough	Initiative	Grant	will	be	offered	
beginning	in	2017	to	support	promising	and	
groundbreaking	new	programs,	collaborations	
and/or	organizational	best	practices.	
					Letters	of	Intent	were	received	in	September	for	
the	grant,	which	will	be	awarded	once	per	year	to	
one	or	more	selected	projects	and	will	range	from	
$150,000	to	$500,000	with	multi-year	funding	
possible.	Applications	approved	to	proceed	to	the	
full	application	process	are	due	in	January,	and	
WCF’s	Board	of	Directors	will	vote	on	proposals	at	
its	May	2017	meeting.	
					“We	hope	this	new	funding	initiative	can	offer	the	
chance	for	potentially	transformative	projects	and	
collaborations	to	take	shape,”	said	WCF	President	
Tom	Woods.	“We	recognize	that	some	of	the	best	
ideas	won't	work	perfectly	the	first	time.	We	accept	
that	risk	because	we	believe	the	magnitude	of	
challenges	we're	facing	in	Lincoln	present	
opportunities	to	try	new	approaches	and	take	
chances.	The	end	result	could	be	significant.”	
					More	information	about	WCF	Breakthrough	
Initiative	Grant	can	be	found	at	
http://woodscharitable.org/breakthrough-grants.	

WCF	room	available	for	nonprofits		

WCF’s	grant-making	timetable	
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Organizations	Paid	Grants	in	2016	
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ACLU Nebraska 
   Foundation, Inc. 
Asian Community and    
   Cultural Center 
Boys and Girls Club of 
   Lincoln Lancaster 
   County 
Bright Lights, Inc. 
CASA for Lancaster 
   County 
Cedars Youth Services 
Center for People 
   in Need, Inc. 
Colonel Mustard Amateur 
   Attic Theatre Company 
Community Action 
   Partnership of 
   Lancaster and 
   Saunders Counties 
Dimensions Educational 
   Research Foundation 
Educare of Lincoln 
Fiesta Mexicana of the 
   Heartland 
Flatwater Shakespeare 
   Company 
Fresh Start, Inc. 
Girl Scouts – Spirit 
   of Nebraska 
Hear Nebraska, Inc. 
Heartland Big Brothers- 
   Big Sisters 
Karen Society of 
   Nebraska, Inc. 
Leadership Lincoln, Inc. 
Legal Aid of Nebraska 
Lincoln Arts Council 
Lincoln Bike Kitchen 
Lincoln Children’s 
   Museum 
Lincoln Housing Charities 
Lincoln Lancaster County 
   Child Advocacy Center 
Lincoln Lancaster County 
   Human Services 
   Federation, Inc. 
Lincoln Literacy Council 
Lincoln Orchestra 
   Association 
Lincoln Public Schools 
Lincoln YWCA 
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Lutheran Family Services 
   of Nebraska, Inc. 
Lux Center for the Arts 
Malone Community 
   Center (2) 
Matt Talbot Kitchen 
   and Outreach, Inc. 
Meadowlark Music 
   Festival 
Mid-America Arts Alliance 
Mourning Hope 
Nebraska Appleseed 
   Center for Law in the 
   Public Interest, Inc. 
Nebraska Art Association 
Nebraska Bicycling 
   Alliance 
Nebraska Brass, Inc. 
Nebraska Human 
   Resources Research 
   Foundation, Inc. 
Nebraska Writers 
   Collective 
Nebraskans for 
   Civic Reform 
Neighborhoods, Inc. (dba 
   NeighborWorks Lincoln) 
Northeast Family 
   Resource Center 
OpenSky Policy Institute 
Outlinc, Inc. 
Planned Parenthood of 
   the Heartland, Inc. 
Spring Creek Prairie 
   Audubon Center 
Sunrise 
   Communications, Inc. 
   (dba KZUM Radio) 
UNL Center on Children, 
   Families and the Law 
UNL Dept. of Psychology 
UNL Great Plains Art 
   Museum 
UNL Nebraska Center for 
   Research on Children, 
   Youth, Families and 
   Schools 
Voices for Children in 
   Nebraska 
VolunteerLinc (dba 
   Volunteer Partners) 
Wellbeing Initiative 

WCF’s	2017	Board	of	Directors	

					This	year	marked	the	end	of	Orville	Jones	III’s	
term	on	the	WCF	Board	of	Directors,	which	began	
in	2011.	A	retired	conductor	and	yardmaster	for	
Burlington	Northern	Railroad,	Orville	has	spent	the	

past	two	decades	giving	back	to	
Lincoln	in	various	volunteer	
positions.	He	has	completed	
board	terms	with	Haydon	Art	
Center,	the	Lincoln	Community	
Foundation	and	Sheldon	
Museum	of	Art,	where	he	
continues	to	serve	as	a	docent.	
He	is	Board	Chairman	for	the	

Lincoln	Housing	Authority	and	a	board	member	for	
the	Lincoln	Parks	Foundation	and	Lincoln	Partners	
for	Public	Art	Development.		
					More	than	$7	million	in	grants	were	awarded	
during	Orville’s	six-year	term.	For	his	parting	
allotment	of	$25,000	in	director-designated	grants,	
he	awarded	$20,000	to	the	Malone	Community	
Center	and	$5,000	to	the	Nebraska	Art	Association.	
					Ed	Wimes	was	elected	at	WCF’s	November	
meeting	to	serve	as	its	newest	board	member.	Ed	is	
owner	of	E&S	Consulting,	which	
provides	leadership,	coaching,	
human	resources	management,	
diversity/inclusion	strategies	
and	more	to	public	and	private	
firms	and	institutions.	Before	
retiring	in	2015	to	start	his	
consulting	business,	Ed	served	
as	Special	Assistant	to	the	President	of	the	
University	of	Nebraska.		A	lifelong	resident	of	
Lincoln	and	retired	Army	Officer,	Ed	has	served	on	
numerous	nonprofit	boards	and	special	committees	
and	has	been	recognized	with	community	service	
awards	for	his	dedication	to	Lincoln	and	for	
promoting	diversity.		
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1248	O	St.	Suite	1130	
Lincoln,	NE	68508	
402-436-5971	

info@woodscharitable.org	
www.woodscharitable.org	

www.facebook.com/WoodsCharitableFund/	
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WCF	says	farewell	to	Orville	Jones,	
welcomes	Ed	Wimes	to	board	


